ESL STRATEGIES FOR ALL LEARNERS


Strategy:  Leveled Questions- Adjusting Questioning Strategies to the Language Levels of Students 


Visual Scaffolding is an approach in which language used in instruction is made more understandable by the display of drawings or photographs that will allow students to hear English words and connect them to the visual images being displayed.





Step by Step:


Observe and document students language levels (see attached form)


Determine which visuals, artifacts or gestures you will need to make the meaning clear


Plan a hierarchy of questions (according to bloom’s taxonomy which is related to the stages of language acquisition)


Involve all students and adapt questions to the level of language 


Assess students progress and understanding 


Add technology by providing related visuals that can be used as a reference for students





Application & Examples:


During an ESL lesson on finding the main idea, the ESL teacher used 2 poems for students to compare, analyze and write about. Once the students heard both poems they were asked a series of questions, based on the language levels of the students, to ascertain the main idea in both pieces. The questions are as follows:


Describe who you think the narrator is?


What is an example of a literary technique?


In one or more sentences explain the literary technique from question 2.


Why did this poet use this literary technique? (analysis)


Using specific examples for the poem, write the controlling idea of the poem.


Students were then asked to write a well developed paragraph in which they used ideas from both passages to establish a controlling idea. The teacher also asked them to provide specific examples and details form the passages. 











Conclusion:


The use of leveled questioning allows all students to participate and engage in learning. The attached forms outline language proficiency stages and the questions that ELL students are able to answer within that stage. Remember to increase the level of questioning rigor as the ELL student attains more language. 


The effectiveness of this strategy can be assessed by the level of student engagement, the comfort of the student within the learning environment and the self-confidence that emerges as more language is acquired.








