ESL STRATEGIES FOR ALL LEARNERS


	SHE
	IS
	WEARING
	A
	GREEN
	SWEATER

	ELLA
	TIENE
	PUESTO
	UN
	SUÉTER
	VERDE



Strategy:  Syntax Surgery; Visually Manipulating English Grammar


Syntax surgery is a strategy that allows students to see the relationship of elements within a sentence that may be confusing to understand.  English syntax often differs from the word order found in students’ home languages and this makes it difficult for ELL’s to comprehend sentences they read or confuse the word order when speaking or writing in English. The surgery element is writing the sentence on a strip and cutting it up and rearranging it into more understandable pieces. Have the student witness the “surgery” and they are more likely to understand and remember the English syntax rules when called on to use it in the future.





Step by Step:


Identify a problematic sentence- it may be a sentence that the student has spoken where the home language word order conflicts with the English word order. 


Initiate the “surgery”- write a sentence where the student has mixed up the syntax, have the student read it and then cut it apart. 


Rearrange the words- take the cut up words and arrange them correctly. Explain that this is the way we say it in English. Make sure to point out to the student that “this is the way you say it in Spanish (for instance) but in English we say it in this way….!


Practice more sentences with the same pattern (repeat the process above)











Application & Examples:


A teacher is doing a lesson on clothing. She shows them visual prompts and asks them to respond in complete sentences  on what they see. A student raises his hand and says” She is wearing a sweater green.” This becomes a prime teachable moment to do some syntax surgery. The teacher takes the sentence cuts it apart, writes the sentence again with the English syntax and cuts it as well. She explains that in English the adjective goes before the noun and in Spanish the noun goes before the adjective. By visually displaying the difference, the student can see the grammatical structure of both languages. 


If you do not have access to the native language, this strategy is still effective because of the visual representation.








Conclusion:


Creating a visual to illustrate parts of a sentence allows the English learner to see the connections. Participating in the creation of the visual gives students’ opportunities to clarify meaning and support knowledge of English grammatical structure.











