ESL STRATEGIES FOR ALL LEARNERS


Strategy:  CLOZE: Using Content to Create Meaning 


Cloze activities are based on written text in which some words are left out and blanks are inserted. Cloze paragraphs are often used to assess reading comprehension because the word choices students make provide the teacher with an opportunity to evaluate their understanding of the meaning of the text. 





Step by Step:


Observe student reading behavior- take note of their use of phonology, meaning and syntax cues, as well as their self-monitoring.


Group students for instruction- examine your data to determine which students are experiencing similar difficulties. 


Prepare a CLOZE activity to meet student needs- choose a selection from a reading passage or develop an activity at the student’s level of language proficiency. 


These exercises are useful when trying to assess whether a student has understood content.  


         Please note: Expecting an ESL student to produce a response unaided may be too daunting a task.





Application & Examples:


Jack and Jill___up the hill.  Or


Jack and Jill r__ up the hill.


The level of difficulty depends on the level of language acquisition of your ELL students. A more advanced student can benefit from a "sentence starter" to be provided after a question.


For example:


What are some possible reasons dinosaurs have become extinct?


One reason dinosaurs may have become extinct is __________________.


A second reason dinosaurs may have become extinct is _______________.


A cloze exercise can consist of single sentences, whole cloze paragraphs or larger cloze passages. 








Conclusion:


Cloze activities are helpful in helping ELL’s focus on reading with meaning. Although new vocabulary may be difficult, this strategy can assist in supporting their understanding of the text they read.


                         Visual aids can support comprehension and assist with new vocabulary!








